
THE

G ILBERT & S ULLIVAN
SOCIETY OF AUSTIN

SEPTEMBER 2005 NEWSLETTER

From Your President
Dear Friends:
 Did you see The Mikado in June or July?  I hope so.  I saw 
and spoke with many of you, and all seemed very pleased with 
the production (including me).
 The show was just super ñ beautiful to the eye and to the 
ear.  Everyone did a terriþc job, including our Artistic Director 
Ralph MacPhail (Rafe), our Music Director Jeffrey Jones-
Ragona, and our Production Manager Natalie George (and 
donõt forget our Very Talented Cast).  These are the key people 
I worked with the most, but there were many other important 
people working on it, and I thanked them all in person.
 The most serious matter that I can recall that was less than 
terriþc was the temperature of the theater in the þrst weekend of 
production.  This was resolved with the help of the Austin High 
School staff.  In almost every other regard, the Austin High 
School Performing Arts Center was the best facility we have 
ever used, particularly backstage.
 There were other superlatives, too.  We played to our 
largest total attendance ever.  Our reduced-price Thursdays 
were very popular and greatly appreciated!  Every seat was 
þlled on Thursday June 30th.  In the last few desperate moments 
when we were trying to seat late comers I wished I hadnõt taped 
over the restricted view seats behind the orchestra.  My gosh, 
what a show that was.  I couldnõt even sit in the theater to watch 
the show as I customarily did.  I took a seat backstage in the 
wings instead.  I got some amused attention from the cast, who 
realized I was there because I couldnõt þnd a real seat.
 That particular evening both Rafe and I spoke brieÿy to 
the cast just before curtain.  I told them they were about to play 
before the biggest audience ever to attend a G&S/Austin show.  
Everyone was quite excited.
 We are hoping that this success will carry over to success 
in 2006.  We will try to identify everything that contributed to 
the success and do it again.  In that regard, we will be producing 
another very popular show ñ H.M.S. Pinafore.

Thanks to all, Bill  Hatcher

The Mikado 2005
On DVD and CD

 Thanks to Nancy Jay, we have high quality 
recordings of our production of The Mikado. The 
two-disc DVD is available for $20, and the two-
disc CD (audio only) is available for $10.  These 
recordings may be ordered through our website

www.gilbertsullivan.org
or by calling our ofþce at 472-4772.

Our Next Musicale
Monday September 12 at 7:30 PM
at the home of Nancy and Benny Jay

4305 Hyridge Drive
343-8408

Please bring munchies!
Start the new Season right!  Come enjoy our usual 
friendly musical and social evening.  Brad Merrell is 
putting together a delightful program with a sea-faring 
theme, in preparation for our production of Pinafore 
next June.  Gloria Kim will accompany.
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Directions to the Jaysõ House:
From MoPac, exit on Steck 
going west.  Keep going until 
Steck dead ends at Adirondack.  
Turn right on Adirondak and 
follow it to Hyridge Drive.  
Turn left on Hyridge.  The house 
is the third on the left.  It has a 
circular drive, but please park in 
the street, not on the drive.
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CONGRATULATIONS!
 Ten lucky people have won free DVDs of The 
Mikado.  Everyone who þlled out our survey dur-
ing the run was automatically entered in the draw-
ing.  The winners will be notiþed shortly.
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Here are photographs of The 
Mikado by Cecily Johnson.  More 
may be found on page 4, and even 
more at 
http://www.cecilyjohnson.com

Three Little Maids:  Pitti-Sing (June Julian), Yum-Yum (Christiana Cole Little), 
& Peep-Bo (Meredith Claire Groeschel)

Katisha (Rose Taylor) & Ko-Ko 
(Trey Deason)

The Mikado (Russell Gregory)

Yum-Yum (Christiana Cole Little) & 
Pooh-Bah (Sam Johnson)

Natalie George & Pitti-Sing 
(June Julian)

Nanki-Poo (Holton Johnson)

The Mikado (Russell Gregory)
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