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“Congratulate me, gentlemen, I've found
a volunteer!’Ko-Ko chortled in the Act |
finale ofThe Mikadg announcing to the
populace of Titipu that he had found
someone willing to be beheaded in his
stead. That is reason to be pleased!

We on the board of directors of G&S Austin haver fmen
precisely in Ko-Ko's position, but have often imeire position
of being happy to have found a volunteer ... or of féaem.

Here in the early part of thes2Entury, we are enjoying “a most
ingenious paradox,” to wit:

* Our productions are becoming more and more poofaksi
and our Society more of a front-line arts orgamizathis is
due to having secured the services of Ralph MadPhais
our artistic director and Jeffrey Jones-Ragona asusical
director a few years back, and also to having paoghe

Magicale and got a taste of the carrot cake,dbelate cake, or
the pineapple cake, you know what | mean. Whexpressed
our thanks to Pat, she said, “I'll make at lesest for the next
gala.”

Steve Schwartzmas a gifted photographer who has been of
immense assistance to our Society. He was at thealdla
capturing some images of the show which you canirerios
newsletter. Steve and his wife Eve, longtimeaySmambers,
are quick to respond when volunteers are needed.

Nanci Jayis a talented and experienced videographer who has
created the DVDs of our productions in recent .yeArgew
weeks ago we had a need for a brief DVD showergptexaf
recent shows to accompany our application faamassiso the
Texas Commission on the Arts. Working solidlywiordays,
Nanci put together a lovely short program that sutkly
enchant the TCA.

Without such talented, gracious, and resourcdfuiteers, we
might not be beheaded, but we would surely nobleeta
accomplish all that we do. In appreciation fdy kreope you'll

board such as Allan Longacre and Stephen Reyiithids wjoin me in“the Japanese equivalent for ‘Hear, Hear, Hear!"”

extensive theater management experience.
* And yet we are still greatly dependent upon—anefugrat

for—the services of many volunteers. We would mexeia
musicale or a gala without active involvement ofy ma
volunteers, and we look for that to continue tthéecase as
we move into the future.

We couldn’t name them all, but let me mention jdistveof our
ready volunteers who have kept the wheels tunmiimgy dhe
past few weeks:

Patricia Kaplarwas a faithful worker in our office and behind thg
merchandise table at our productions right up thatitime of
her passing just a few weeks ago. We will gresstiyahand are
already struggling to complete all the tasks shiel Wwave
accomplished as a kind and efficient volunteeu. cafo read
more about Pat on page 2 in this newsletter.

Chuck Antonietook calls and e-mails and created the schedyjle

for our lolantheauditions February 28 and March 1. If you'vd
been to any of our major productions in recent, ygaus/e
encountered Chuck and his delightful children ngelli
refreshments before the show and at intermissibraf these
services Chuck renders to the Society as a chaarfider.

Janette Jonesand Eva Laskarisheard our ideas for a

“Magicale”—a combined magic and music show—and ¢gpt

together to brainstorm. Out of their creative mimad musical
talents came the wonderful Act Il of the March giddde. And
Janette and Eva, along w@arol Brown, Danand Michelle
Girardot, and David and Katy Fontenptcreated all that
beautiful music for us as dedicated volunteers.

Pat Hobbscreates exquisite and delicious cakes, andeshtlov

lolanthe Cast

Principals

The Lord Chancellor — Arthur DiBianca
Earl of Mountararat — David Fontenot
Earl Tolloller — Andy Fleming
Private Willis — Russell Gregory
Strephon — Derek Smootz
Queen of the Fairies — Lisa Alexander
lolanthe — June Julian
Celia — Natalie Wilemon
Leila — Patricia Combs
Fleta — Katherine Wiggins
Phyllis — Meredith Groeschel Ruduski

Dukes, Marquises, Earls, Viscounts, and Barons:
Jay Chacon , Daniel Gaskell , Mark Long , John
Lopez, Randall Mcintyre , Paul Nixon , Louis
Ontko , Ariel Rios , Tom Westrup , Bob Wolff ,
Jay Young , Dirk Yaple (train bearer)

Chorus of Fairies: Nancy Arnold , Rachel
Boissevain , Cies Charbeneau , Kate Clark ,
Ashley Edwards , Angela Irving , Karlyn
McCutchan , Rebecca Stokinger, Diana
VandeWater

contribute her creations to our special evenymu lvere at the




The Spring Magicale and musical \_/ersions._ Hovv_ever, _it is. evident thgtso
; popular that, likdhe Mikadg it has inspired the compliment

by Reba Gillman e IR : . ;
) of imitation and revision, including the hit cutlseplaying
On a beautiful Sunday afternoon, over 100 people, youing apn BroadwayWicked by Stephen Schwartz, and much
old, gathered to enjoy a delightful family-friemaggram.  earlier, a black version calléte Wiz music and lyrics by
The day was beautiful, the sanctuary of the Northilsst  charlie Smalls. Our show drew heavily on the drigitia
United Methodist Church was a large and welcoma®®s seven songs, music by Harold Arlen, and lyrics by E.Y.
and a very good time was had by all. The talents®é@aty  Harpurg. There were five songs fidticked and only two
members were well displayed in a program devd#abio  from The Wiz With these songs and dialogue the cast told the
in many and various forms. Performers included rasticA story. Janette opened, singing the well-known “@eer
Director, Ralph MacPhail, Jr.and our Music Director, Rainbow.” The rest of the cast, Eva, Carol, Dan, Daid,
Jeffrey Jones-Ragonalong with Carol Brown David  \ichelle, entered singing “We're off to see tharivizKaty
Fontenot and his daughteKaty, Dan Girardot and his  came on representing Dorothy, and remained on stage
daughteMichelle Eva LaskarjsandJanette Jone#artha  throughout, politely listening with hardly a wordgeak. Eva
Dudgeon our Lady High Pianist, played the accompani-sang “The Wizard and I’ and Carol sang “Popular,” tmth f
ments. The show was put together and directed bgnlva \yjcked Dan did the songs of the Scarecrow (“If | onlyahad
Janette. There were clever costumes and a few props, and $7418") and the Tin Man (“If | only had a heart"ydDavid
of the young girls in the audience especiallyedrtjoy ladies’  qiq a wonderful Lion, singing “If 1 only had the rieavel “If
dresses. | were King of the forest,” all from the origin@tard of Oz
Presidentibby Weedgreeted us, wearing an enchantinglyThen came the two songs frohe Wiz Janette sang “Believe
frothy pink dress, representing Glinda, the Goodh\Wifiben in yourself” and all joined in to sing “Ease on dowrmo#te"r
The Wizard of OzShe welcomed us to a magical experiencg)| |eft the stage as Jeffrey entered to sing ‘@Mokidrom
to raise funds to support our June production loGiand — yyicked with clever comments interspersed: “Back where |
Sullivan’slolanthein the lovely new theater at Travis High come from people believe a lot of things that amee't-it's
School. Then she turned the proceedings over t “thajled History,” and “The most celebrated are the
excellent Master of CeremonieSfiris Bugge wearing &  renabilitated.” Jeffrey moved upstage as Evadeitesiag,
green hat. He immediately established himself esswlént  «pefying gravity,” which began “I'm tired of acceplimits,
Brit, saying “Good Ahftanoon” in his charming Britiscent. st because someone says | must,”Wisked Eva moved

He told us that we would later enjoy the adventfies hack as Michelle and Dan entered to sing “For Gatsd”
Dorothy and excerpts frofifhe Wizard of OzBut first he  fom Wicked-- “I have been changed for good, because |

introduced the Magician, Professor Marvel, withripdat knew you.” As they moved back, Carol entered toasing

ball and fantastic sleight of hand. reprise. “Believe in yourself as | believe in youy’ The
Professor Marvel, none other than Ralph MacPhaudr., Wiz. And then the whole cast moved downstage to end the
Artistic and Stage Director, then proceeded to astsnigth show singing the familiar refrain, “Somewhere dwer t
his magical tricks, all the time telling us, “Ddrétieve  Rainbow,” fromThe Wizard of OzAll took several bows
anything | say” and “Don’t believe anything | dog’ tdn from an enthusiastically applauding audience.

through one trick after another, always demongtratat nd thus ended our show, certainly popular witjaheger
“the impossible” was actually happening. He repeatedrl?]

. X . embers of the audience. But | was left to museeon th
informed us that after these sample tricks thec rBBOW 53 rent contradictions. A Magic Show deliveringeksage
would begin. But of course thegrethe magic show. About  «pont pelieve what | say, don't believe what | fadgwed
half\_Nay through his show he began to mwte_chﬂcdrmhe by the children’s story dfhe Wizard of Oz and the
a“d'efﬁce to come up to hold a rope or a plecq{)ex_f, !M‘d invitation to our June production dblanthe where the
have '} Chﬁnge hshaé)e be]Iohre thﬁ'r ﬁyes or myl%teumpsb audience must suspend disbelief -- Theater depettus.o
S.Ut 0 tt_elrt "’:ﬂ S: t’?‘t ough t 'St muti[ aV:h eg hatever appears on stage, that is real -- righAndwhe
Isconcerting 1o these brave youngsters, theéy manage delightfully humorous fairy tdi@lanthe, or the Peer and the
situation very well. Perhaps some of them will |aitespyesd Peri-- perhaps that is magical
to learn some magic tricks themselves. We all kabRédfe '
MacPhail is a skilled and knowledgeable directothainide
is a phenomenal source of information about Gidmett
Sullivan. It turns out that he is also a charminlggdskand
very effective performer.

A pleasant intermission encouraged us to consliceusle
bites ofPat Hobbs best cakes and other munchies, with
tasty green punch to wash it all down. Then weoafed
back for the second part of our show, “Act 2, Thedlter

le[y" - based on L. Frank Baum’s well-known siirg, 24th at Metz Elementary School revealed manysaspe
Wizard of Oz her person and life that we did not know. Rearkfurt

| have to confess that although | have seen asuastaging in the May Newsletter.

of The Wizard of Ozl am shamefully ignorant of the movies

Patricia Kaplan

We report with sorrow the death of our friend afd
volunteer, Pat Kaplan. All who met her as sheTsold
shirts and DVDs during intermissions at our shoew k
her as a capable, energetic, friendly, and alesyfulc
person. The memorial wake in her honor held Magh
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Scenes from a Joyous Magicale photos by Steve Schwartzman

(above) Ralph MacPhail, Jas Professor Marvel, amazes Dorothy (play@dblyontenot (below) He also weaves his
magic on volunteers from the audience.

Janette Jonesings about the land “Over the Rainbokva Laskarias Elphaba, who becomes the Wicked Witch of theadxalsins
about “The Wizard and I.”



Scenes from a Joyous Magicale photos by Steve Schwartzman

(abovepDan Girardotas the Scarecrow imagines what could happennlif Had a Brain.” A change of a hat and an ax, and
he’s the Tin Woodsman who sings “If | Only Had artde (belowDavid Fontenois the Cowardly Lion in “If | Only Had
the Nerve” and “If | Were King of the Forest.” DioydKaty Fontenof reassures the Cowardly Lion.

Dan Girardot Janette JoneKaty FontenotDavid Fonteno{front) andMichelle Girardot Eva LaskarjsandCarol Brownall “Ease
on Down the Road.”Eva Laskarias Elphaba sings “Defying Gravity.”
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Scenes from a Joyous Magicale photos by Steve Schwartzman

(above)Carol Brownas Glinda, who becomes the Good Witch of the Nsirths “Popular.”"Dan Girardot David Fontenot and
Janette Joné'gase on Down the Road.” (belodgffrey Jones-Ragoas the young Wizard of Oz sings “WonderfG&tol Brown
reprises “Believe in Yourself’ (sung earlier pralgeam bylanette JongsMichelleandDan Girardotsing “For Good.”

Dan Girardot Eva Laskarj€arol Brown andMichelle Girardotead the cast and audience in “Over the Rainbow.”



Scenes from a Joyous Magicale photos by Steve Schwartzman

(above) Our Master of Ceremon(@lris Buggéwas hard at work throughout the show — as waw/)heldy High Pianidflartha
Dudgeon Opening and closing the show as Glinda, the @fitoth of the North, was our Presiddribby Weed shown here with
Chris Buggénd with the magic&®alph MacPhail, Jr.

NEWS of our MEMBERS Gilbert's Sweetheart®r the Gilbert & Sullivan Society of

On Saturday May 2, at 8 p.m., The Capital City Men’sNorthwest Louisiana in Shreveport.
Chorus, directed by our Music Direcleffrey Jones-Ragona
present its 20th anniversary Spring Concert, “BBgieer,
Broadway-er!” a revue of some of the most beloved owasic fr
the Great White Way, featuring music from suchosless
Oklahoma Cabaret ApplauseThe Man of La Manchand
newer shows likehorus LingTitanic, Les Miserablesnd
Hairspray.Special guests include singers Jeanette Franz,
Olson, and Zilker Hillside’'s Laura Powell, with aialpe
appearance by Austin’'s own dance muse, Toni Bravo. T
performance takes place at Northwest Hills Unittiddist her the job of helping to get the paper printedvaaited out
Church (site of ouMagicalg. Tickets are available online at every week. She also writes a column under hen meicke,
cemcaustin.orelick on ‘tickets’ in the top menu bar), or by g Veteto. Her old email does not work in Vi,
calling 477-SING. Special group rates for 10 or moBSSA  , + her Austin cell phone still does: (512) 636-0709. Address:

members and their friends are available; contaely Jaff Donna Delvy, 225 Bandit Drive, Valley Mills, TX 76689.
jirl567@grandecom.net or call him at 220-7856. See you

at the show! Glay Marie Posclis now on faculty at CyFair College in
Stage DirectoRalph MacPhail, Jr.has returned home to Houston (a campus wiin the Lone Star College Jystem

Virginia afteriolantheauditions and the delightful Magicale €aching private voice. She is currently Stagdirigirébe
in Austin, and directing a highly successful pioduct Medium(by Menotti). The performances will be in May.
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Donna Delvyhas returned to her roots in Valley Mills, Texas,
and enjoys living in a small trailer on an 18 awdeadot,
where the sounds of wildlife surround her at nigétfisis it
fitting that her address is on Bandit Drive, offeBRoad,
with Panther Road nearby: she has been collectigydrah
kulls for many years. She also enjoys livingerezother
IRl sister, and baby-sitting her adorable young (aiged <6
onths and 5 years). She serves as the AssistahePial
local weekly paper, Malley Mills Progressvhich gives



A 10-Question Quiz onlolanthe
by Ralph MacPhail, Jr.

Here’s a little quiz olmlanthe I'll not give answers, so referring

to the libretto, to reference books, and even tgl&ace all OK.
(For help or answers, please write to RafeMacPalad@com.)

1. What does the nanRerolahave to do with the history of
lolanthe

2. Gilbert & Sullivan second acts usually begm avithorus;
however, several of the operas start with sadg. Jane opens

Act | of Patience(though an off-stage chorus precedes a bit o

dialogue before her famous solo with ‘cello accongvd).
The second act &tuddigorebegins with a duet. Two of the
operas begin second acts with male dolastheis one. What
are the first words of this solo? Who sings ii¢h\Mheropera
begins Act Il with a male solo? What are theminsts of this
solo? Who sings it?

3. lolanthehas at least two nods to Richard Wagner: one
costuming (the original production, anyway) andother in
music. What are they?

4. lolanthecontains at least one sung stage direction. $\itvat i

5. An ebullient trio inolanthereads as if Gilbert plundered
Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fafde in his lyric, he
strings together a number of well known expressimbiat least
three of these expressions, worded as you'vethbeastiated.

6. Gilbert did the same in a duet from anothemopérhat are
the first words of the lyric? In which opera id@gpear? Who
sings it? List at least five of the expressionthisoduet, worded
as you've heard them stated.

7. In the Lord Chancellor's famous “nightmare”sarglearn
details of the singer’s stockings (at least thosashwearing in
his dream). Of what material are they made, wimatisahis
material, and how are they decorated?

8. Although many actual persons are referregp&ssing in the
libretti for the Savoy operas, one real persorctisliya
apostrophized at some lengtidlanthe Who is this person?
What was his profession? And where was he,, usnuathe
nights of Gilbert & Sullivan premiéres?

9. In the Act | finale dblanthethe Fairy Queen threatens the
Peers with “dire revenge.” How does she threateiotm the
hereditary Peerage?

10. The doyenne of Gilbert studies, the late Jari&adman,
set forth what she called Gilbert's “invasion tettiere a
realistic setting is established, only to haveniaded” by
personages one would hardly expect to find piassath a
setting (bridesmaids in a court of law; ladiescah@aan-of-war;
a London sorcerer at a village betrothal, etéscud3 at length
(or at least ruminate on!) hdalanthemight be regarded as a
ore-than-usually skillful use of this motif—difiein each act.
orroborative detail required!

May Musicale (?)
We are in the process of organizing a May musizetails
were not set at press time. Those of you when arar
email list will receive notice as soon as plarimaized.
n Otherwise, please check the May newsletter fits.deta

Send Us Your News!

We try (within space constraints) to include giecs o
members’ performances (past and future) and ctheties
and any information related to Gilbert and Sulli\Riease sefd
your news taews@gilbertsullivan.ordhanks!

We encourage you to join our Society. If you are a member, please check your membership renewal on the top of the mailing label.
If expired or near expiration, your membership needs to be updated! To correct your address, renew your membership, or become
a member, complete this form, and mail it to us with your check, payable to “GSSA”, or call to join (512) 472-4772 (GSSA).

Please check a membership category: Name
Individual ($20-$29) fddress

Family/Group ($30-$49)
Patron ($50-$99)

Grand Duke or Duchess ($100-$249) Employer

Phone number(s)
E-mail address

Major General ($250-$499)
Pooh-Bah ($500-$999)
Pirate King ($1000-$2499)

Does your company match donations?

O I'd like to volunteer. I'm interested in:

Oooooooog

Savoyard ($2500 & up)

We are proud to list our members in our programs, but if you would prefer NOT to be listed in

our programs, please check here: [J




The Gilbert & Sullivan Society of Austin The Society holds nonprofit status under 501(@j{Bg IRS code.
Si 1976, h b ding the j thiB& . . .
nce We have been spreading e_JoyS gh Artistic Director Ralph MacPhail, Jr.
Annual Grand Productions Music Director Jeffrey Jones-Ragona
Educational/Community Outreach )
Musicales Board of Directors
Musical Scholarships Libby Weed President
Newsletters Allan Longacre Executive Vice President
. Kathryn Saar Secretary
Holiday Season Shows Dave Wieckowski Treasurer
G&S Office:6901 Lamar Blvd., #139, Austin, TX 78752 Reba Gillman Historian
Mailing Addres$. O. Box 684542, Austin, TX 78768-4542 June Julian Membership
Phone: (512472-4772(GSA-GSSA) David Little Publicity
Our web sitewww.gilbertsullivan.org Byron Arnason
E-mail: info@gilbertsullivan.org Chris Buggé
This project is funded and supported in part by Stephen Reynolds
the City of Austin through the Cultural Arts Ingrid Yaple
Division and by a grant from the Texas .
Commission on the Arts and an award from the Database Manager Arthur DiBianca
National Endowment for the Arts which Newsletter Editor Sue Ricket Caldwell
believes that a great nation deserves great art.
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two other charitable groups, if you wish). To regiger
visit the customer service counter and use our ffa
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Gilbert and Sullivan Society 10090
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