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From a fairy ring to the Tower Green ...
from the House of Lords to a chopping
block—the Austin G&S Society has

open anaother.

with a lovely September musicale, and we wilahoster such
evening of beautiful music as we open the 2008a%6ns We
hope you will join us in the newly renovated HBelsHall at
Westminster Manor on Sunday evening, Septembat 2@m
for a delightful evening planned by June Julianfeatdring
some well-loved G&S singers. So far, this isd tale seasons
with similar beginnings.

Last season culminated in our June productiofaothe hailed
by many as one of the finest shows our Socigbyodased in
its thirty-three-year history. The production descated to the
late Frank Delvy, who was a featured player in ohostir
offerings during a period of almost thirty ye&rsnna Veteto
Delvy, Frank's wife and our longtime friend, joimsdon
opening night for a tribute to Frank created bgdyr&Carnes
and presented by some of his dearest friendswélaml miss
Frank—and how much joy he brought to us over the/pas!
We are thankful that we can still enjoy his art anynof our
CDs and DVDs.

lolantheis not one of the “big three’'Mikadqg Pinafore and
Pirates—that automatically draw big crowds, so we dedicat
ourselves to producing an irresistibly charmingv shat
audiences would love just as much as the morarfapédras.
Of course, we started with our eminent directisr@ah, Ralph
MacPhail, Jr., & Jeffrey Jones-Ragona. We céisietbtesingers
and actors. We assembled a top production cresvdidiv't
stint ourselves on costumes, sets, lighting, od.soWe
promoted the show widely and creatively. We preghe
Travis Performing Arts Center to be an invitinghfedable
venue. And ... we drew large, appreciative audigndes
garnered glowing reviews. The show was a hit!

Our usual procedure has been to alternate théhtbig with
lesser-known G&S gems, hoping to earn a little mevey
other year so that we can go out on a limb irb#tev&en years”
and offer Austin a rarer treat. Following thigepat we
announced in the summer that next June’s prodwetold be

The Mikadg even though it had been produced a scant fige yelafA‘

before.

But with the success lofanthe we heard the message that ou
audiences appreciate diversity and have a destEetience a
wider range of the lovely music and whimsical m@stdting
from the collaboration of Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Saltiv And so,

it is with great pleasure that we announce our @@bldiction:
The Yeomen of the Guard, or, The Merryman and &l M

The 2008-2009 season opened last fall

Produced by our Society only once in its histor§997, this
richly textured show is the closest thing to gogeda in the
G&S repertoire. Its story is lofty and its scaragnificent, and
yet it loses not one bit of the fun and frivoligt tare hallmarks
of G&S shows. If you are not yet familiar Wi#lomenyou will
be captivated with its hauntingly beautiful tuitescolorful

exciting plans as we close one season arghgeantry, and, yes, its topsy-turvy storyline.

Our board and production team are so excited abouilans
for 2010 that we believe we can promise you aimgatrthe
theater next June every bit as wonderfoleadhewas this year.

COMING IN JUNE 2010

SLFPEI~

The
coOMmen
of the

Guard

or “The Merryman and his Maid”

The Soaring Soul Soirée
Sunday, September 20, at 7 pm

The Gilbert & Sullivan Society of Austin presenite “Soarin
Soul Soirée,” an evening of popular G&S tunes imbiik
traditional style, swing, and a jazzy twist. Receint of an ol
time radio show, this light-hearted parody wilispart you
soul to a place of reverie and delight. The progifainclud

fine sounds from local jazz grdugp Vie en Rogs&aturin

vocalisDiana VandeWatethe pianistic stylings of accomp
Martha Dudgeon the premiere of “Come to Me,” a lo
chamber choral piece writtenlbya Alexandefwho appear
as the Fairy Queen in our recent productiololanthd; and
other wonderful performers from past G&S shottatherin

ltobellg Jay ChacanDavid Fontengt June Julian Lisal
AlexanderPaul Nixon Louis Ontko and Meredith Ruduski
Our season-opening fall Musicale will be heldraisHeell Hal
in Westminster Manor, 4100 Jackson Avenue (seemtse
page), on Sunday, September 20, at 7 pm. Invitefrignd
and family to join along and please bring youritevounchie
to share. We look forward to seeing you at “Then§daou
Soirée.”
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My Dear and Valuedolanthean Friends and Colleagues:

Although I'm writing in late August, I'm still dogt fairy-dust
from my shoulders when thinking of our wonderfolwsm
June.

I've told quite a few friends here in Virginia agled about this
summer’s show that if | were never to be assorititexhother
Gilbert & Sullivan production, | would be hanging my
clipboard after a highly gratifying swan song. p@adsons are
odious, | know, but certainlplanthewas one of the loveliest
shows with which I've ever been assotiwekls to so many other
people

There’'s no way | can positively thank by namepeastn who
led to the artistic and financial success ofrtsdsigtion, but if |
list four names and one collective, | think | alle included
you all.

Bill Hatcher was a most effective production manager. He
gathered an artistic staff willing and more thentalranslate

the vision of a tradition&blantheinto a reality by securing the
services of costume, set, and technical staff—ealtlition to
communicating with the performers, securing rehdacdities,

and doing so many other things incredibly welltheoteast of

which was controlling the budget.

Jeffrey Jones-Ragonance again assembled a wonderful
orchestra, demonstrated his love for Sullivanejpargng the
cast, and then conducted the final dress rehearshls
performances.  Jeffrey is, for a stage direcwr,idtal
collaborator, and it is always an honor to beassiowith him.
Our relationship is one that Gilbert and Sullivaemtgelves
would have envied!

Our wonderful casts worthy of our applause and appreciation
for bringing one of Gilbert's most fanciful librettd Sullivan’s
most beautiful scores to spark’ling life. Mayntioreto each
one of you that as | watched each performancejetimes
found tears in my eyes as audiences laugheddegpknd as
youlet our audiences know why Gilbert & Sullivan haes b
around for over a century and will likely be judebghtful and
frequently performed when the kids who attendedhdldren’s
matinee have children of their own. Grandchildoen, Thank
you—andcongratulations.

It's always fun and gratifying to look back, bst fuowI'm

Libby Weed presides over a hard-working board that meetfooking forward. The GSSA Board has decided frey3eand

month in and month out, doing the hard work, takihg
chances, bearing the frustrations—and keeps coaukgfdn
more because each member believes so highlymissioa of
GSSA. | thank each of them for doing all of thedftion work
to make it possible for us to produce a produstich as
lolanthe and then supporting it “in many various ways.”

Byron Arnasoncoordinated a couple dozen people to serve
goodwill ambassadors at the front-of-house: usloxaifice
personnel, salespeople, and refreshments providemdition

to that, he led a massive “strike and reset” beshea/s—all
with great humor and enthusiasm.

Thelolanthecast and crew

my delight, that Sullivan’sther most beautiful scorélhe
Yeomen of the Guandill be next summer’s show. | look forward
to writing more about it in future issues of thestedter. | also
keenly anticipate preparing to stage it—and theg tloé deed
itself. Both Gilbert & Sullivan considerEde Yeometheir
favorite collaboration, and it will be our goahimw Austinvhy

a\Qllatch for information concerning auditions in esphyng, and

plan to join us, for we'll all have another be&usién of
wonderful songs “to sing, O!”
Yours sincerely,

photo courtedgnci and Benny Jay



G&S Elderhostels in Connecticut Faithful choristeAriel Riosis staging DonizettiEixir of Lovén
Guadalajara. He notes that he's found the expeofeweeking

For the fourteenth year, our artistic dired®alph MacPhail,  jth GSSA has “influenced greatly” his work in Mexic
Jr, will team with Deborah Lyon in offering GilbertSllivan

elderhostel classes at Incarnation Center in dwpryt
Connecticut.

Wand'ring Minstrels

This unique program, now well over twenty yearsatdists of
two separate courses. The first is a “beginnarse™cealled
“Gilbert & Sullivan andPira-Mika-Fore; or The Big THrde.
concentrates on the three most popular operasedtmed course
features one of the lesser-known operas, ants atuaeni of
earlier program (though newcomers are always ®ejelddns
fall's course will center d¢trincess IdaThey'll be taught in
topsy-turvy order: “Gilbert & Sullivan aRdncess l8avill run
October 11-16 and “Gilbert & Sullivan aRla-Mika-Forewill
run October 25-30.

For further information, call or write to Rafe (848-4335 ~

RafeMacPhail@Yahoo.gorRegistration can be done on-line
(www.elderhostel.qrgrhich has additional details concerning thg
courses) or by calling 877/426-8056 M-F 9 am - Em

NEWS of our MEMBERS

If you love Charles Dickens’ masterpiecehristmas Carpand
if you enjoyed the talented performers in the GalberSullivan +-$.4/$01.+
Society's June production kflanthe then you're in for a
treat! Imagine a courtroom scene in which EbeSemswge,
after his dramatic encounter on Christmas Evethguhiosts on |

trial for what he suffered in his ordeal. MarkvBi©The Trial Send Us Yo_ur N?WS' )

of Ebenezer Scropgebe presented the first three weekends i '@ next newsletter should arrive mid-Novemberdeheline
December at the Gaslight Baker Theatre in LocRfeds, is a for submissions is October 26. Please send yosr toew
Christmas-season event you won't want to folasthecast ~ News@gilbertsullivan.orghanks!

members performing in this play incluslghur DiBianca
Angela Irving Derek Smootz Katherine Wiggins and Jay
Young G&S board membeftephen Reynoldslirects the
production. Please consult the group’'s web site
www.gaslightbakertheatre.fmgmore details.

On August 28 & 29Glay Marie Poschvill be in Austin at The
Razor's Edge recording a CW demo for songwritePigcson.
This coming November 5, 6, 7, she will be sindiagdle of
Cherubino Marriage of Figgrwith CyFair Lyric Opera, and will
present a Faculty Lecture Recital at CyFair Coliegyeril 17.

We encourage you to join our Society. If you are a member, please check your membership renewal on the top of the mailing label.
If expired or near expiration, your membership needs to be updated! To correct your address, renew your membership, or become
a member, complete this form, and mail it to us with your check, payable to “GSSA”, or call to join (512) 472-4772 (GSSA).

Please check a membership category: Name

O Individual ($20-$29) é?;l;ess

O Family/Group ($30-$49) Phone number(s)

O Patron ($50-$99) E-mail address

O Grand Duke or Duchess ($100-$249) Employer

O Major General ($250-$499) Does your company match donations?
O Pooh-Bah ($500-$999) O I'd like to volunteer. I'm interested in:
O Pirate King ($1000-$2499)

0 Savoyard ($2500 & up)

We are proud to list our members in our programs, but if you would prefer NOT to be listed in
our programs, please check here: [J
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Directions to Harris Bell Hall, 4100 Jacks&inom the north, take 45th Street to Bull Creek (second light
MoPac); go south, turn right onto Jackson. From thle, it MoPac at 35th Street, and continue nortl
Jackson. Parking is available at the North Entrance. Pleabeosigie the Health Care Center.
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The Gilbert & Sullivan Society of Austin The Society holds nonprofit status under 501(@j{Bg IRS code.

Since 1976, we have been spreading the joys ¢hG&gh
Annual Grand Productions

Educational/Community Outreach
Musicales

Artistic Director
Music Director

Ralph MacPhail, Jr.
Jeffrey Jones-Ragona

Board of Directors

Musical Scholarships Libby Weed President
Newsletters Kathiyn Saar e Scretay
Holiday Season Shows Dave Wieckowski Treasurer
G&S Office:6901 Lamar Blvd., #139, Austin, TX 78752 Reba Gillman Historian
Mailing Addres$. O. Box 684542, Austin, TX 78768-4542 June Julian Membership

Phone: (512472-4772(GSA-GSSA) David Little Publicity

Our web sitewww.gilbertsullivan.org Byron Arnason
E-mail: info@gilbertsullivan.org Chris Buggé

This project is funded and supported in part by Stephen Reynolds
the City of Austin through the Cultural Arts Ingrid Yaple
7% Division and by a grant from the Texas

Commission on the Arts and an award from the
National Endowment for the Arts which
believes that a great nation deserves great art.

Texas
Commission
on the Arts
nvesting in a Creative Tevas

Arthur DiBianca
Sue Ricket Caldwell

Database Manager
Newsletter Editor




