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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE  business reasons, but we surely hope to seeabditiats and
by Libby Weed hear her in future musicales.

. . . , Stephen Reynoldsas been an enthusiastic board member for
One Interesting thing I've Iear_ned from this year and will continue to serve out his telowever, his

my years with the Board of Directors of y,s." \vork and avocational schedule (including ritatat
G&S is that there is no such thing as an e ction, as you will read elsewhere in this etegshave led

“off sea_son." Yes, the_re IS a feeling 0fhimto decide not to stand for re-election to teed
accomplishment and finality when the

summer production ends (and all the bills We are happy to report that one of our openingdilieasin
get paid and accounts settled). But beforeSeptember wheMichael Meigsaccepted the board's invitation
this after-business concludes, we are alreadygnmrkthe next 10 serve. After a career as a U.S. diplomat ahnogdn
year's Show_securing a venue, Working on the camdag Wa3h|ngt0n, DC, Michael reloca.ted ] to AUSUn.. Aatite
up auditions, and raising funds. Of course, wehalsw our ~ devotee, he created the blog “Austin Live Theainéich later
musicales to plan! becamevww.AustinLiveTheatre.comhere he reviews theatrical
productions, posts notices of events to come, ainthims an
arts calendar. We first came to know about him hemosted
information about G&S events and published a reqort
lolanthethat showed he had Savoyard inclinations andafitee t
in theatre. Welcome aboard, Michael!

Our board is a working board, as we have no paidye®s
through most of the year and must handle the eontatters of
picking up the mail, paying the bills, writingelettof thanks,
and making deposits at the baMe are greatly blessed to have
the volunteer services Afthur DiBianca—the lolanthe Lord
Chancellor, no less!—sorting the mail and keepindatabase ~ Thank you, Byron, Allan, June, and Stephen, far sewice.
up to date. We hardly know what we would do witAotis Your contributions to our efforts have been “wel@srflowers
work, which “is the true embodiment of everythingt's  that bloom in the spring,” and you should knowhaxe made a
excellent.” Thank you, Arthur! difference in our community and have brought joynamy

Those of us who have served some years on théirmbandt people.

group a most congenial one, with each member timmgnd P ri':%"w
talents and all finding satisfaction in contrilgutm a cause we ““ﬂf_’{#zﬂ *“—".F
believe is worthwhile and enriches our area’sratultu

environment. That's why we find it difficult whermamber DECEMBER MUSICALE
retires from board service. We have to say faewsethe real . ) ) L .
gems now. Please join us for evening of merrimefttasir DiBianca Ariel

o ) Rios Meredith RuduskiDerek SmootzZRebecca Stokingeand
Byron Arnasprgreeted you enthu3|as_t|cally if you attended_an)k(,ﬂherine Wiggins perform Gilbert and Sullivan songs,
G&S show in recent years. He might have been wearing 5ccompanied bylartha Dudgeonon piano. including one or

Victorian bowler or a pair of wings as he masjec@drdinated
. s wo fromYeomenand perhaps a few never performed on stage b
the work of volunteers for each show. His worknsijlities, randp P P ge by

i o X our Society!
which have kept him in Nevada most of the yeaofoe time, . .
have increased to the point that he had to redirethe board Genesis Presbyterian Church
this year; but we count on seeing him in the labythe theater 1507 Wilshire Blvd.

again in June.

Sunday, December 6, 7 to 9 pm

Allan Longacréhas surely been the hardest working member of

our board during the past year. With a rich histortheater Please Bring Munchies!
management, Allan (now a commercial real estatesgel all .
his off-hours serving as executive vice presigpiyging for JANUARY: ANNUAL MEETING

grants, and keeping our business running. Wheach®step  The Annual Business Meeting for the Gilbert & SnllBociety
aside th_ls fall, it took a major reshufflln_g f_errdst of us to cover o Austin is scheduled for 7:30 pm on Monday, daria at
the myriad tasks Allan been accomplishing. Weease@ that  Genesis Presbyterian Church, 1507 Wilshire BlvdBddrel has
he will continue to serve as a consultant to tre.bo appointed a Nominating Committee consistinigaofy Shepley
June Juliarsang the title role imlanthethis past summer, and Chair, Enid Hallock and Allan Longacre The Committee is
she has served as our president in the past. Shthewa working to fill the slate of nominees for BoarBDim#ctors for
mastermind of and a featured performer in our gywawkngy  the coming year. If you are interested in serwitigeoBoard or
September musicale. Her contributions to our $omier the  wish to nominate someone else, or have any guedimn the
past several years have been phenomenal. Juse Hasided responsibilities of a Board member, please cbatactat 327-
not to continue on the board after this year fanilffaand 1511 or by email ahepley@physics.utexas.edu
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The September Musicale:
The Soaring Soul Soirée

or The Savoyard Radio Hour
by Reba Gillman

most of them loved the show and were having gneat f
Meredith Ruduski’'s version of Patience’'s “Love pigirtive
song” seemed to acknowledge that Patience iy airsill
Katherine Altobello did her own version of “I'medalittle
Buttercup,” which was really quite funny. Louisk@rdid a
truly classy “Wand'ring Minstrel” frofine Hot Mikado Nanki-

On Sunday, September 20, a goodly number of G&S enemb poo's ballad really lends itself to such sagirrtent.

and non-members gathered at 7 PM, packing Wes&minst

Manor’'s newly decorated Harris Bell Hall to tHs ff our
season-opening Musicale. Presitlédity Weedwelcomed us

and thanked Abby Gorton and Westminster Manor feir th

generous hospitality, and the Bachus Consenatqmo¥iding

rehearsal spackne Juliarwrote the script and planned and

organized the program in the form of an old-tidi® how, “a
fun evening of popular Gilbert & Sullivan tunes eabwith
traditional style, swing, and a jazzy twist” — dfat-liearted

parody.”David Fontenotstepped up to the microphone as the

radio host. Others featured wkiga Alexandercomposer and
vocalist; La Vie en Rose band vidiana VandeWaterand
Martha Dudgeon accompanist. Also starring wKeatherine
Altobellg Jay ChacanJune JulianPaul Nixon Louis Ontko

Tremendous creative energy went into producingriggam.
There was clever humor and some delightful bitsseTWwho
most enjoy such parodies are those who best knowgthal
works. For the performers, such tom-foolery careléaeing,
uproariously funny, and a welcome variation onghal. | was
especially impressed that the singers in ouh&astsuch varied
talents. Every singer performing in this Musicaeiwthe cast

of lolanthe except Katherine Altobello, who had performed in

one of our earlier productions. Diana VandeWateramaew
singer in the chorus this year. Who knew shersangaind and
played the violin? (Visitww.jazzblooz.cojrlisa Alexander (the

Fairy Queen in our Junielanthg has a beautiful voice. She also

writes music, directs groups of singers, and s kvhat else.

andMeredith RuduskiAs the evening progressed actors went td he program ended with the traditional singindafl; Poetry”

the microphone to sing, and David provided dialogitating

and “Now to the banquet we press,” and all theedoin

radio announcementaty Fontenotwas in charge of some friendly conversation while sampling the deliciefusshments

handsome signs exhorting the “studio audience”

t@rovided by our talented members. It was a joyartisostthe

LAUGHTER, APPLAUSE, and other appropriate behaviornew season!

Toward the end of the evening, David remarkedKiigt had
done a good job, and asked if that warranted ea imaiser
allowance, upon which Katy hastily produced th&Ssiy YES.

The program began with an instrumental interlud@gzay
arrangement of “Now to the banquet we press” ffom

Sorceremperformed by Martha Dudgeon, piano, and members

La Vie en Rose banDiana VandeWaterviolin; Greg Jones
guitar;Larry Warney bass; anban “The Groove Man” Vela
percussion. Then Lisa Alexander sang and lecsémebda in the
premiere performance of her composition, “Come &8 &
chamber choral work. There followed nine Gilbertuivan
songs in various stages of rearrangement, amthgsdrenThe

(0)

Congratulations!
We are very proud of these B. Iden Payne awandatioms for
lolanthe Arthur DiBiancawas nominated for Outstanding Actor
in a Musical, andRalph MacPhail, Jrwas nominated for
Outstanding Choreography. Thank you for yourlertetork,
Art and Rafe!

Wand’ring Minstrels

The Gilbert & Sullivan Society of Austin’s Wand'Nigstrels
are the ambassadors for the Society to the Cé&eixab
community. Their programs provide an introductiothé genre

Yeomen of the Guaid presumably straight condition. The that is distinctively Gilbert & Sullivan. Programmsge from a
lively recital of Gilbert & Sullivan’s most populames to
interactive, mini-productions of the Society’s fulmmer
productions. For bookings or additional informatiplease
contactEva Laskariby email aminstrels@gilbertsullivan.oog
at (512) 350-4935.

outstanding effect was the joy of the performesaslias if the
children got out behind the barn and did a takeroffie serious
world of their elders. They performed a sometonalyy always
clever show. Some traditionalists object to sathménat, but it

was evident from the enthusiastic response didiemae that

The Soaring Soul Soiréagers included (I-r): June Julian, Katherinbélltg Meredith Ruduski, Diana VandeWater, LisaaAtier,
Louis Ontko, Paul Nixon, Jay Chacon, and Daviddrant with “Mistress of Signs” Katy Fontenot.

2

it

photo courtedgnci Jay



We encourage you to join our Society. If you are a member, please check your membership renewal on the top of the mailing label.
If expired or near expiration, your membership needs to be updated! To correct your address, renew your membership, or become
a member, complete this form, and mail it to us with your check, payable to “GSSA”, or call to join (512) 472-4772 (GSSA).

Please check a membership category: Name
Individual ($20-$29) fadress

Family/Group ($30-$49)
Patron ($50-$99)

Grand Duke or Duchess ($100-$249) Employer

Phone number(s)
E-mail address

Major General ($250-$499)
Pooh-Bah ($500-$999)
Pirate King ($1000-$2499)

Does your company match donations?

O I'd like to volunteer. I'm interested in:

OoO0oOoOoogoooo

Savoyard ($2500 & up)

We are proud to list our members in our programs, but if you would prefer NOT to be listed in

our programs, please check here: [

Introducing
The Yeomen of the Guard
by Ralph MacPhail, Jr.

Our summer production for 2010 was
originally produced in London by Richard

quarter-century-long Gilbert & Sullivan
partnership.The Yeomen of the Guai
more serious in tone than the usual Savoy opesallfean had
for years been begging Gilbert for plots of “remhinterest
and probability” where music (according to the oserpwould
have a more important part in communicating ematiotihe
audience. (No magic talismans or lozenges, please!)

Gilbert gave Sullivan what he craved — and inchldaty of
humor in it, too. The librettist admitted that timspiration for

The Yeomen of the Guatdme from seeing a poster for the

Tower Furnishing Company while standing in Uxbr&tgéion

awaiting a train into the City. Here, he thoughtuld be a
location for an opera that would meet Sullivagigresnents:
quintessentially English, “The Tower” was a cestalil palace
and fortress and prison (with, actually, a nunfbtemvers), and
with many a tale “grim and gory” of real-life isgriments,
intrigues, and executions.

Opportunities for pageantry abounded, with a miadeus

composed of the Tower Warders in their scarlairunsif But

not all of the citizens of the tower were militairyce the Tower
of London was also a garrison, the warders’ $awdie also in
residence, along with support personnpérfecfor a mixed

chorus.

But what to call it? An early idea vihe Tower of London
Other possibilities wer@he Beefeaterand The Tower

William Vincent Wallace’s opeéviaritana (1845). These sources
of inspiration will also be discussed in a futtickea

For now, let us say that both Gilbert and Sullivasidered’he
Yeomen of the Guatiteir finest joint work. Why? The answer
to that will be the subject of yet another columnithie
meantime, read the libretto and listen to a rexprdfiou can

D'Oyly Carte in 1888, near the end of the start by Googling the title Gilbert & Sullivan fipaiélected for

what became next summer’s show.

NEWS of our MEMBERS

The Gaslight Baker Theatre in downtown LockhartsTexa
treat the community to a festive comedic twist droliday

classic:The Trial of Ebenezer Scroogdis family-friendly
holiday play by American playwright Mark Brown nwiil on

Friday and Saturday nights from Dec. 4 to 19, witinees on
Dec. 12 and 19.

A year after his miraculous transformation, EbeBemoge is
back to his old ways, suing Jacob Marley and thstsGdio

Warders— these last two perhaps more accurate than dhe finChristmas for breaking and entering, kidnappiagdet, pain

titte. Why? Well, that's a subject for a futurenwolu

We know that Gilbert visited the Tower of Londonlevhi
working on his libretto, for the Tower, then as,neas one of
London’s most popular tourist attractions. He fmgbalso re-
read William Harrison Ainsworth’s popular and refrinted
1840 novelThe Tower of LondofI’'m reading it now), and
perhaps thought back on a couple of his “Bab”dBalla
Contemporary reviewers of the original product@ednthat
Gilbert was also familiar with Edward Fitzball'ettd for

and suffering, attempted murder, and the intertiofliation of
emotional distress. As the trial of the centuryrgsses, hilarity
ensues.

The Trial of Ebenezer Scroaggudes the great acting talents
of Arthur DiBianca Angela Irving Derek SmootzKatherine

Wiggins and Jay Youngall of whom appeared in odune

production oflolanthe G&S board membestephen Reynolds
directs the production. Please consult the grougs site

www.gaslightbakertheatre.fmgmore details.
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Top line of mailing label is date when your membership expires.
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Coming Events

December Musicale
Sunday, December 6, 7 pm

Annual Meeting
Monday, January 11, 7:30 pm

Auditions forThe Yeomen of the Guard
Sat. & Sun., Feb. 27-28

March Musicale
Sunday, March 7

The Yeomen of the Guard
June

Send Us Your News!

The next newsletter should arrive in late Decethkedpadline
issions is December 7. Please send yaartomew

Please see artiCIe on page 1 fOr ddmitggslbertsullivan.or‘ghanks!

The Gilbert & Sullivan Society of Austin
Since 1976, we have been spreading the joys dhG&gh

Annual Grand Productions
Educational/Community Outreach
Musicales
Musical Scholarships
Newsletters
Holiday Season Shows

G&S Office:6901 Lamar Blvd., #139, Austin, TX 78752
Mailing Address$?. O. Box 684542, Austin, TX 78768-4542
Phone: (512372-4772(GSA-GSSA)
Our web sitewww.gilbertsullivan.org
E-mail: info@gilbertsullivan.org

This project is funded and supported in part by
the City of Austin through the Cultural Arts
7% Division and by a grant from the Texas
Texas Commission on the Arts and an award from the
Commission National Endowment for the Arts which

the Art: . .
sng s et s believes that a great nation deserves great art.

The Society holds nonprofit status under 501 @)¢Bg IRS code.

Artistic Director Ralph MacPhail, Jr.

Music Director Jeffrey Jones-Ragona
Board of Directors

Libby Weed President
(vacant) Executive Vice President
Kathryn Saar Secretary
Dave Wieckowski Treasurer
Reba Gillman Historian
June Julian Membership
David Little Publicity
Chris Buggé
Michael Meigs
Stephen Reynolds
Ingrid Yaple

Arthur DiBianca
Sue Ricket Caldwell

Database Manager
Newsletter Editor




